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J-Iis essence. . . . And that the Koran, the Pentateuch, the
Psalms of David, and the Gospels, are books sent down by
Him to His Apostles."

The foregoing will suffice to show that their
belief warrants the conclusion to which I have been
led by experience, that the Mussulmans entertain no
antipathy to the Christians on religious grounds. I
shall now address myself to the civil and political
branches of the system.

Islam is regarded in Europe as a " religion of
blood," and as having extended itself by the sword.
Whatever, or however favourable may be the opinions
of any person in reference to Oriental manners and
Turkish character, this anti-social maxim is held to
be a fundamental portion of their belief and their
institutions. If it be erroneous, great is the wrong
we do, and how universal!

The small beginnings of the system render it
difficult, if not impossible, to conceive how it could
progress by physical means, and through the violation
of law and policy. Here no numerous race adopted
suddenly a principle of intolerance; here no anti-
quated system became inquisitorial and fanatic, and
used the authority acquired, and the power realised,
by the virtues of ancestors, to trample on the out-
raged feelings of man or the laws of nature. Islam,
so wonderfully successful as a system as to reach